
 Roll the Zine is a board and card game focused zine and a 
love letter to creativity, gaming and DIY culture. It's an 
exploration of media, imperfection and putting something out 
there.

    We celebrate human creation, game design, joy of playing 
together and the art that elevates the games.

    As Pokémon TCG World Championships starts in San 
Francisco, this zine celebrates the artists who turn TCG cards — 
both in Pokémon TCG as well as Magic the Gathering — into 
memorable experiences that inspire generation after generation 
into the wonderful world of playing trading card games.

    Big thanks to Ezageima for the guest article.

    Want to write a guest article to a future Roll the Zine issue 
about something board and card game related? Get in touch: 
zine@hamatti.org.
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Welcome along the journey. You can find all Roll the Zine issues from 
zine.hamatti.org. You can subscribe via RSS to get new issues fresh to 
your reader.
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    The second trading card game themed Roll the Zine is here! In Roll 
the Zine #3, I showcased some of my beautiful hand-drawn Magic the 
Gathering tokens and told stories about them.

    This month, we admire the art of proper artists who illustrate 
Pokémon TCG and Magic the Gathering cards. I'll share some of my 
favourites but I also asked around in my local gaming groups which 
ones they like the best.

While rules and mechanics design drives the gameplay, it's the art 
that makes the card memorable and unique. In Game Developers 
Conference (GDC) 2016, Magic the Gathering head designer Mark 
Rosewater talked about what he had learned from 20 years in Magic[¹]. 
One of the topics he brought up was how they learned that it's 
important to give players choices with art so they can make their deck 
feel like it's their deck.

    Card art is not important only for collectors. It's an integral part of the 
experience also for the players and their relationship with their decks.

    With almost 400 artists for Pokémon TCG and over 2300 for Magic 
the Gathering so there's something for everyone. Each player has their 
own taste for what makes cards or artists their favourite ones.

    The artists discussed in this zine are all masterful illustrators and 
artists and their art truly elevates the cards they illustrate.

Cover photo: Kelli Tungay / Unsplash License
Pokemon cards: Pokémon/Nintendo
Magic the Gathering cards: Wizards of the Coast LLC
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[1]  'Magic: the Gathering': 20 Years, 20 Lessons Learned, Mark Rosewater, GDC
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The first tayu card

ストームエメラルダ (eng. Storm 
Emeralda) is the newest Pokémon 
TCG set. It was published in Japan 
July 31st, 2026 and will arrive in the 
west as Delta Reign in November.

    While the rest of the TCG world is 
hyping for Mega Rayquaza ex, my 
eyes are on this beautiful Nidoran ♀.  

    Before this first official card, tayu participated in Pokémon 
Trading Card Game Illustration Contest 2024 where their Feraligatr 
artwork finished as First Runner-Up.

    It's illustrated by a new Pokémon TCG artist tayu. Tayu is an artist 
who makes stunning embroidery artworks of different Pokémon and 
it's wonderful to see their art in the TCG — hopefully for years to 
come.
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birds of Chiaki
    To begin, we need to start from 2011. 
Pokémon released Call of Legends and within 
it, Suwama Chiaki illustrated this trinity of 
birds that form my all-time favourite evolution 
line in Pokémon TCG . 

    The cards are functional reprints from the 
previous set, HS: Triumphant, where Chiaki 
also illustrated the originals but I like these 
arts way more than the originals.

    I've had the pleasure to grow with the 
Pokémon games. My first game in the series 
was Pokémon Blue back in the turn of the 
millenia and Pidgey line as the first bird 
immediately made me a big fan of it.

    Pidgeotto is my favourite of the three in 
design.

    Pidgeot is the most majestic of all Pokémon 
birds. It's a charismatic in its simplicity — it 
does not need any party tricks to command 
attention in which ever party it lands on.

    These three cards have a special place in my 
generation 1 Pokédex binder and were an 
inspiration to start one.


